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business associates, by his prowess on ground shared by him with them,
for one of them, long after the scholarly antistrophe to Rhodes' business
career had made the ci-devant coal merchant famous in a world that was
not theirs, to have 'remarked regretfully, when his name was mentioned:
"I knew Mr. Rhodes very well in the old days. He was highly thought of.
What a pity he dropped out, for he would have made his reputation."'*
Walter Leaf, who hi A.D. 1875 had taken on his shoulders the burden of
an ailing family business immediately after finishing his education at
Cambridge, did both make and keep his reputation in the City of Lon-
don by the success with which he acquitted himself of his thankless
initial task on Old Change. The perpetual growth of the esteem in
which he was held in the business world was registered in his successive
appointments to the chairmanship of the London Chamber of Com-
merce in A.D. 1887, to a directorship of the London and Westminster
Bank in A.D. 1891, to the deputy chairmanship of the same bank in
A.D. 1909, and finally, in A.D. 1918, to the chairmanship of this rapidly
growing business concern.2 So long as Leaf lived, no City man could
ever have imagined that this eminent banker had * dropped out' of the
business world, though there may have been some City men who were
no more alive than Rhodes' former business associate was to the ver-
satile man of action's fame in a non-commercial sphere of activity.
Conversely, Leaf may have had contemporaries in the world of classical
scholarship who were unaware that he was anything more than one of
themselves; for 'Walter Leaf was undoubtedly one of the outstanding
figures among the classical scholars of his generation.... He became the
recognized authority on his special subject, and his output, both in
quality and [in] quantity, would have been remarkable even for a pro-
fessional scholar with no other occupations; for a man busy all his life
in other spheres it was little short of miraculous/3

What was the secret of a miracle that was performed, not only by
Walter Leaf, but likewise by George Grote, Heinrich Schliemann,
James Ford Rhodes, and James Bryce? It was the old secret of a stut-
tering Demosthenes* miraculous self-transfiguration into a golden-
mouthed public speaker. It was the response of a soul charged with a
creative intellectual mission to the challenge of a 'practical* profession
that must disappoint its apprentice of his hopes of attaining his intellec-
tual objective if he did not take heroic measures to meet this threat of
frustration. This was the life-story even of Bryce and Rhodes, who had
embraced a 'practical* career deliberately without having been pushed
into this by any external pressure. A fortiori it was the life-story of
Schliemann, Grote, and Leaf, who were all victims, in various ways and
degrees, of faults or failings of their fathers.

The Pastor Ernst Schliemann's sins against his son were more flagrant
than the banker George Grote Senior's or the merchant Charles John
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